
 

 
 
 

 
                                            The Jury awards the prize for the best Fiction to 

THE VEGETARIAN 
 

The Vegetarian, apart from the title, is not an ordinary movie. On the contrary, It is a surprising movie thanks 
to the variety of topics covered that are thoroughly blended in the narrative plot. Through a sensitive and 
self-ironic insight of the Indian community settled in the Emilian countryside around the Po River, the 
director describes in an essential way the memories, hopes, desires and difficulties of the protagonist in a 
constant escalation made up of suspense and twists. 
 
The actors are not professionals, but they are almost always up to the roles they play. They represent an 
added value that gives the film a greater impact, making it seem spontaneous and immediate. The 
photography is very accurate; nothing is left to chance in the choice of lights and colors. 
 
The whole film is imbued by a deep respect for life in all its forms, expressed in a poetic and moving way by 
the reflections of the protagonist. The reference to the sacredness of the water is also very impressive, and 
the connection in the story between the Ganges and our Po River is original.  
 
Tomorrow's generation should watch it. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Jury awards the prize for the best short film to 

BROTHERHOOD 
 
 
A brilliant and dramatic short film in which the characters stick to your skin.  
The viewer's involvement is total, thanks to the skillful choices of setting, scenery, dialogues, and characters, 
which lead the audience inside the intimate atmosphere of a family in the Tunisian countryside. The title and 
the narrative continually play on the double meaning of the word brotherhood, Ikhwène, which in addition 
to the family context is also used to identify the controversial Islamic religious militia "Muslim Brothers". The 
short film begins with the upheaval of the family's bucolic balance, given by the return home of the eldest 
son from Syria, with a new wife of different customs and traditions.   
A growing tension between the prodigal son and the father, who does not accept symbols, extremisms and 
messages that the son could represent arises during the short film, which is alternated with vivid bonds of 
blood and affection. 
Where will that tension lead? Will the father be able to overcome it and rejoice over the reunited family? 
This internal struggle of the father runs alongside glimpses of the three brothers’ lives gathered in love, 
natural and peaceful rural environments. It will be the women, the mother and the new wife, who will 
unravel the complex tangles of the heart, being able to listen and open up. The dramatic ending leaves the 
spectator in an emotional roller coaster. The setting, characters, faces and affections make for an 
unexpected upside-down story. 
It is a story that unravels and investigates the principles, ethics, beliefs and blood ties in a culture, the North 
African and Middle Eastern Islamic one, which we're not accustomed to seeing narrated in this way. The first 
short film that gets to the head, the eyes and the heart. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
The Jury awards the prize for the best film Ex aequo to 

HONEYLAND  
& FUNAN 

 
 
Honeyland is a worthy movie, like honey itself.  
The director and crew quietly intrude in the privacy of the protagonist, Hatzide, an ancient soul, a heroine in 
a depopulated rural world. From the very beginning the viewer is captured by the personality and ethics of 
this woman; empathy is a natural consequence of her unconditional generosity and her sense of humour. 
Against the backdrop of a wild and beautiful Macedonia, we see that the art of wild beekeeping is practiced 
with great commitment. Great significance is attached to nature and the need to reproduce its life cycles in 
a healthy way. 
The protagonist's loyalty to the ecosystem in which her activities are carried out is perfectly represented by 
promoting the practice of leaving as much honey to the bees as is taken from the combs. This shows us a 
rare example of human presence integrated into a natural system with no harmful impact on nature by not 
wanting to deplete the resource and not subjecting nature to the logic of intensive production for a more 
profitable trade. The brave choice of this woman, the outstanding work of the crew in telling her story 
without encroaching the narrative, and the great lesson of naturalness and humanity that the film provides 
deserve to be awarded the first place. 
 
FUNAN by Di Denis Do with a moving, emotional animated movie full of thrilling moments. 
The director Denis Do gives us a glimpse into the lives of the most terrible people in the history of mankind.  
It is 1975, we are in Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge party brutally takes power in the country, by evacuating 
the cities considered "corrupt" and forcing citizens to reorganize themselves in the countryside under the 
rule of a purifying communist ideology. It proved to be a deportation and genocide among the most terrible 
in history: every aspect of previous daily life can no longer be as before and the idea of a family will be totally 
broken up under the weight of a common "good" that turns out to be just evil. 
Denis Do tells us how a mother and a father do the impossible to try to find their own son from whom they 
have been forcibly separated, introducing us to what was the real story of his mother. Through the delicacy 
of the drawings, there is a strong contrast with the brutality of the events described that leave the viewer 
both amazed and in anger. The viewer, on one hand, does not want to accept such senseless episodes and, 
on the other hand, focuses on the emotions and love for a normal family that will find itself, after all, to be 
even more united than before. 
Funan is a really "powerful" animated movie: it clearly shows all the acts of violence committed by soldiers 
on women, elderly persons, men and children. 
However, it is important because it allows us to reveal a story that has been too little told and a genocide 
too little known by the younger generations whose wounds are still well engraved in Cambodia and its 
population.  
It is important to give voice to these stories in order to build a living memory and keep always in mind the 
outrageous acts that "man" can commit, so not to do it again! 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Special Mention by the Human Rights Jury: ex equo Gaza and Ghost Fleet 
Gaza 
 
There is not much talk about Palestine. Gaza is the direct storytelling of stories, humanity and dreams lived 
in the injustice of an open-air prison, in which contemplating the free horizon looking at the sea is not even 
a minimally acceptable substitute for the idea of freedom, yet it is the only way to smell it. Each scene of 
places in search of a space of identity that moves away from the mere idea of imprisonment, abuse and 
violence, and  every person who offered their testimony of resilience, who have told their search for beauty 
and meaning of existence in a world that aims to drag them into disillusionment is impressed in the eyes and 
mind of the viewer.  The "historical" question "how am I involved in all this? What can I do for these places 
and these people?" is echoed. 
This is  sincere and direct movie, which deserves to be screened as much as possible to allow a debate that 
must avoid the drowsiness caused by widespread acceptance of a situation of huge violation of human rights.  
 
 

Ghost Fleet  
 

Ghost Fleet is a documentary that follows a small group of activists engaged in the fight against the 
exploitation of workers on illegal Indonesian fishing boats. In a part of the globe where fish stocks are over-
exploited, moving further and further away from the coast is the only way to keep the profits of big business 
high. This means that fishermen have to work very hard and spend very long periods on the open sea. In 
these conditions, the availability of workers to embark is increasingly scarce and organized crime implements 
real kidnappings. 
Patima Tungpuchayakul is dedicating her life to fighting the exploitation of these workers. The documentary 
deals with the issue of exploitation in a precise and complete way, analyzing the living conditions of 
fishermen who are forced to live on the high seas for ten years. 
The search for two fishermen victims of exploitation becomes an opportunity to narrate the complex life of 
those people that often escape after years of torture and exploitation; others are mutilated and are unable 
to return to their homes. The viewer is impressed by a compelling narrative that contrasts moments of strong 
drama given by the interviews with the survivors, with moments of action shot during the search. The 
activism of Patima and her colleagues in the fight against exploitation and a political sensitivity that seems 
to be reawakened in the end leave a sense of hope and revenge but also the awareness that there is still 
much to do. 
 

 



 
Special Mention on Climate Change to: THE HUMAN ELEMENT 

 

The photographer and explorer James Balog tells us about the consequences of climate change on human 
communities in the United States, through a careful and widely commented reportage and the images taken 
by his ever-present camera. 
The undisputed protagonist of the film is Nature, which with its changing force not only continuously shapes 
the appearance of our planet Earth, but also modifies and revolutionizes the lifestyle of many human 
populations. 
However, according to the definition used by the director himself, man himself is today  a "tectonic force": 
just as volcanoes, earthquakes and tectonic movements modify the earth's crust, so too has humanity, with 
its technology, its needs for survival and its desires, remodeled the entire globe. 
Alongside the four natural elements: water, air, fire and earth, a fifth element is identified man, who is both 
dominant and dominated. 
That is why Balog presents us with the consequences of these examples of the effects of climate change, 
which are often not so natural, through spectacular photographs full of sweet hope and unstoppable power. 
From the fishing villages on Tangier Island in Virginia threatened by continuous flooding due to rising sea 
levels and ever more frequent typhoons, to the asthmatic community in Denver, where dozens of children 
are forced to continue treatment for diseases that have arisen due to severe air pollution; from the California 
forests threatened by increasingly devastating fires where hundreds of firemen risk their lives every day to 
the Kentucky coal mines where a large number of miners face a crisis due to the economic change taking 
place, Balog takes us directly to the center of the action, alternating strong emotional moments with highly 
educational moments. 
Aware of man's impact on the environment, the explorer eventually places his hope on this fifth element, 
aware that it is the only one that can bring the whole system back to a perfect balance.  
 
Why should we vote for it as the best climate change related movie? 
Because it clearly and explicitly addresses the relationship between man and nature, interconnecting them 
and showing what are the more or less visible consequences of those natural changes that occurred a few 
years ago when these were not even remotely a problem: for example, no one would have ever thought that 
entire villages could end up submerged by the ocean and disappear, or that air pollution could reach levels 
that could cause enormous health problems, that fires, once much smaller and easily controlled (they were 
even set spontaneously to obtain new agricultural land) could become so big as to be almost totally 
unmanageable and require the intervention of thousands of firefighters. 
Even the push for a cleaner and more sustainable world in search of alternative energy sources caused the 
fall of what was once a real coal empire and the need for many miners to start looking for another job. 
 

 
 
 



  
Best Fiction Audience Award to 

IL VEGETARIANO 
 
 
 

 
Audience Award for the best Short Film 

BROTHERHOOD 
 
 
 

 
Audience award for the best film on HUMAN RIGHTS to:GAZA 

 
 
 



 
 

Audience Award for the best film on Food and Environmental Sustainability 
LA FATTORIA DEI NOSTRI SOGNI 

 
 
 
 

 
Audience award for the best film on Food Culture 

SEMBRADORAS DE VIDA 


